
 Lesson Plans— SDA  
Grade 6 

Summer Dreamers Curriculum 
 

Day 1  
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Classroom 
Culture 

Intro to rules and 
procedures. 

Getting to Know 
You 

10 minutes 

All About Me Handout 

 

1. Discuss classroom rules, procedures and camp rules based on your 
camp site plan. 

2. Pass out “All About Me”… model how you would complete the 
handout.   

 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Intro lesson 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Text Book TE and SE 
 
Chart paper 
 
Markers  
 
Camper binder/notebook 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Introduce the Good Reader’s Guide Guide Camper book 
2. Pass out a book to each camper.   
3. Give campers a few minutes to preview the text.  Explain to the 

campers that during the next 25 days, they will be exploring 
sections of the text to help them to become Promise Ready.  

4. Group class into four groups. Give campers chart paper and have 
the campers complete a scavenger hunt of the sections of the book 
they will be focusing on:   

5. Each group will make a chart showing the big ideas for the section 
they are responsible for and share their finding with the class. 

 
Group 1 

1. Form Generalizations pages 378-383 
 
Group 2 

2. Drawing conclusions pages 384-390 
Group 3 

3. Compare and contrast pages 392-395 
 
Group 4 

4. Summarizing text pages 262-267 
 



Share with campers that in week one, they will be working to learn 
more about forming generalizations. 

 

Fluency 
Activities 

Introduction 
to Reader’s 

Theater 
20 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays: Classic 
Short Stories  
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards 

Introduction 
1. Ask campers if they have ever been involved in a play or skit at 

school? Let them share their experiences to help create excitement. 
2. Explain to campers that this summer they will be participating in 

Reader’s Theater, which is a time for campers to be characters in a 
play, make props, and, at the end of camp, perform for fellow 
campers and family members! 

3. Explain that they don’t need to be nervous about memorizing lines, 
because Reader s Theater allows campers to use scripts to read 
from while acting out the play! The focus is on reading fluently and 
having fun. 

4.  Pass out the Read Aloud Plays: Classic Short Stories books and 
have each camper write their name on their book. Have the 
campers look through the book for the plays they may be 
performing during camp. 

5. Explain that campers will be grouped and each group will perform 
one of the plays(teacher can choose to allow campers to choose 
their groups or assign groups; assign groups according to the 
number of characters in the play) 

6. Each group will work on it for all 4 weeks and perform it in week 
5. 

7. Have campers move to groups.  Decide which play each will 
perform 

8. Teacher and camp coordinators will model good fluent reading 
with the play their particular group will be practicing during camp.  
Make sure to pay attention to phrasing, pacing and expression.   

9. Assign each camper a role based on their reading level. 
10. Have campers highlight their roles and begin practicing their roles 

independently.  Have them record any unknown vocabulary words 
or words that gave them problems.  Then have them practice 
decoding offering assistance as needed. 

Novel Intro  to Core 
Novel Activities 

30 minutes
 

Copies of each of the core 
novels that campers will 

1. Explain to the campers that over the next 5 weeks, we will be 
devoting 30 minutes per day to read core novels.  We will be 



Lesson be reading during Summer 
Dreamers.  

1. Matthew Henson 
2. From First 

Crossing 
3. Letters from Rifka 
 
Post it notes 

 

reading a total of 3 core novels.  Explain that we will also have 
other free choice novels to read.   

2. Break campers in to three groups; give each group one novel to 
preview.  

3. On chart paper, have campers write the title of the book they are 
previewing, make predictions based on the title, pictures and 
summary on the back of the book.  Campers may also create an 
illustration.   

4.  Have campers complete a gallery walk (Give each camper several 
post it notes. Instruct them to view the information on the charts, 
write a question or comment on their post it and place on the 
appropriate chart. Keep these charts posted throughout Summer 
Dreamers to refer to.) 

5. Explain to campers that the class will begin tomorrow with the 
book Matthew Henson by Maryann Weidt. 
 
Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You 
may choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or 
partner reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide 
for Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along 
with your classroom library. 

 
 

   



   



Day 2  
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Classroom 
Culture 

Rules and 
procedures 

Getting to Know 
You. 

10 minutes All About Me 

1. Review rules and procedure. 
2. Give the campers time to complete “All About Me” and share with 

a partner.  Have the partners report out to introduce their partner. 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Form 

Generalizations 30 minutes 

Teaching Visuals page 23-
Use a Word Definition 

Map (either make copies 
for campers or have 

campers recreate diagram 
in binders.) 

 
The Good Reader’s Guide 

Guide pages 378-379. 
 

Camper binder/notebook 
 

Chart paper 
 

Notecards 
 

Word wall 
 

ELMO or Overhead (if 
available) 

 
Vis-à-vis Markers 

1. Remind campers that today they will be learning about making 
generalizations.  Write the word generalization on a notecard and 
post on word wall. 

2. Read with campers the first two paragraphs on page 378.  Create a 
chart/artifact “Forming Generalizations” 

3. List the steps on the chart that will assist campers with this skill. 
 Identify the important ideas. 
 Determine what the ideas have in common 
 Decide what to think 

4. Keep the chart posted for campers to refer to. 
5. Use Teaching Visual page 23.  Write “Child Labor” in the red box. 
6. Brainstorm with campers what they know about child labor.  

Record their results. Add the following keys words to the chart if 
campers do not come up with them. Assist campers in clarifying 
the meanings of each. 

 Minimum wage 
 Hazardous 
 Abusive 
 Slavery 
 Bonded labor 
 Illicit 
 Exploited 
 Sweatshops 

7. Display chart to revisit at later time. 
 



Vocabulary 
Activities 

Matthew Henson 
Vocabulary 20 minutes 

Vocabulary words and 
definitions 
 
Blank paper 
 
Crayons/Markers 

 
 

1. On the overhead/ELMO provide campers with the vocabulary 
words and definitions for the novel Frankenstein. 

2. Have campers write the words/definitions in their notebooks: 
o Stocking – to stock means to put things on shelves. 
o Expedition – an expedition is a journey or trip with a 

particular purpose to explore. 
o Grazing – animals that are grazing are eating grass. 
o Harness – a harness is a device used to secure an animal 

to a sled. 
o Attendant – an attendant is a person hired to provide a 

service to other people. 
o Fondly – if you fell fondly about something you like it 

very much. 
o Precarious – a precarious situation is a dangerous one. 
o Gallant – a gallant person is very brave. 

3. Next, tell campers that they are going to complete a Vocabulary 
Acrostic to show that they can make up a story to show the 
definition of the word. 

4. Model an example for them using the word “horrid” 
o H – Harrison had something horrid happen to him. 
o O – One day he was 
o R – Running down the street and a car 
o R – Raced through a stop sign. 
o I – It caused him to jump back on the sidewalk, trip, 

and fall 
o D – Down, breaking his wrist. 

5. Tell campers to create their own Vocabulary Acrostic for a word of 
their choice. 

6. When campers are finished they can decorate their acrostic with 
pictures that symbolize their definition. 

Novel 

Intro to Matthew 
Henson by 

Maryann Weidt 
and The Camper 

Journal 

30 minutes 

Map or a globe 
 

One copy of Matthew 
Henson by Maryann 

Weidt for each 
camper/teacher/camp 

coordinators 
 

One copy of the Teachers 

1. Break campers into 3 groups based on their DIBELS scores. 
2. If you have 2 camp coordinators, assign each coordinator to a 

group.(You should work with the lower group) 
3. The following lessons on the core novels can be found in the 

Teachers Guides provided for each novel. 
4. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for Matthew Henson. 

Have campers put their names and today’s date on the front of their 
journals. 

5. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of their 



Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 

 
One copy of the Camper 

Journal Matthew Henson 
for each camper. It would 
be helpful to have it hole 
punched so the work can 

be kept in camper binders. 

journals. 
6. Build background for the novel:  display a map or globe and point 

out the North Pole.  Use the explanation on page 2 of the Teachers 
Guide to assist in building background. 

7. Have campers preview the picture on page 23 of the book.  Ask 
campers to describe the picture. 

8. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 of the 
Camper Journal. 

9. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back cover. 
10. Explain that the genre of this book is a biography.  Ask for 

volunteers to define biography. 
11. Ask:  What do you think you’ll learn about Matthew Henson? 

discuss 
12. Point out The Exchange question on the title page.  Ask a 

volunteer to read aloud The Exchange question. 
13. Explain that when they finish reading, they will share their ideas 

about this and other questions with their group. 
14. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict Section on page 

3 of the Camper Journal. 
15. Preview the graphic organizer on page 4 of the Camper Journal 

Use a Conclusions Chart.  Explain that as they read the book, 
they will complete the Conclusions Chart to show Matthews’ 
goals, obstacles and actions. Explain that they will add to the charts 
as they finish reading each section. 

 

   



   



 Day 3  
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Form 

Generalizations 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Guide pages 378-380 
 
Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
 
Graphic organizer : 
generalizations 
 
Camper binder/notebooks 

1. Review artifacts “Forming Generalizations” and “Child Labor” 
2. Read with the campers page 379 “Working for a Living:   Child 

Labor.” 
 How do you know that the writer is presenting the history of 

child labor? (events are in time order) 
 What is one new idea you learned about child labor that we 

can add to our chart? 
3. Remind campers the first step we need to do to form a 

generalization is to Identify the Important Ideas.   
4. Ask campers to reread the highlighted information and read aloud 

the first callout.  Explain that the reader summarized the ideas to 
help her check her understanding and focus on the things worth 
remembering. 

5. Have campers study the picture and caption on the bottom of page 
379. 

 How old are the children? 
 Do you think they should be working underground in a 

dark, cold mine?  Why? 
6. Remind the campers the next step we need to do to form a 

generalization is to Determine What the Ideas Have in Common.  
7. Read aloud the bottom callout and justify the reader’s response: 

 I know that children don’t have the same strength or 
endurance as adults so making them work hard is a 
problem.  I’d put the important ideas together just like the 
reader did. 

8. Have campers turn to page 380 and continue reading the article.  
Tell campers to continue to look for more important ideas and 
think how the ideas fit together. 

9. Have campers reread the highlighted section of the text and the call 
outs.  Discuss. 

10. Create a graphic organizer similar to the one on page 380 to 
illustrate how the reader came up with the broad statement. 



11. Explain how the last statement covers all the key ideas and used the 
word many to apply a lot of situations.  

12. Display the following sentence on the board: 
 Child labor is a problem in poor countries. 

13. Ask campers for a thumbs up or thumbs down—Is this a 
generalization? 

14. Discuss. Explain if necessary that it is not a generalization and it is 
not supported by the text.  Not all poor countries have a problem 
with child labor.  Only some do, so it’s accurate to generalize that 
Child Labor is a problem in many poor countries. 

15. Tell campers that tomorrow you will be reading another text about 
child labor to practice forming generalizations. 

Novel Matthew Henson 
by Maryann Weidt 30 minutes 

One copy of Matthew 
Henson by Maryann 
Weidt for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapter 1 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
pages 4-5 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Matthew Henson 
for each camper. It would 
be helpful to have it hole 
punched so the work can 
be kept in camper binders 
pages 4-5 

1. Plan how each group will read and respond to Matthew Henson.  
The options you choose should be based on the campers reading 
ability.  (See page 4 of the Teachers Guide for several options. 
Whole group, small groups with you leading a group and 
coordinators leading the other 2 groups) 

2. Chapter 1-pages 6-13.  Every day use one type of fluency strategy 
during reading.  You may choose from a variety of Choral 
Reading strategies or partner reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s 
Professional Guide for Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-
32—provided along with your classroom library. 

3. After reading pages 6-8, ask campers:  Why was life hard for 
Matthew Henson? 

4. Reread page 8, ask:  Why kind of person was Matthew Henson?  
How do you know?  Where in the text did you find clues to help 
you figure this out? 

5. Read pages 9-13 
6. Ask:  How was Matt’s life in the ship different from what it was on 

land? 
7. Point out the “Canal Quest” section on page 12.  Ask campers:  

How is this section different from the rest of the text? How does it 
help you to understand why Robert went to Nicaragua? 

8. Have campers go back to the Conclusion Chart on page 4 and 
begin to fill it out based on the information they have read thus far. 

9. Have campers complete page 5 of their Camper Journals, discuss 
their answers. 



Word 
Ladders 

Intro to 
Word Ladders 

 
10 minutes 

Handout: 
• Inside Out Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

 Tell campers that this summer we will also be working with wacky 
word ladder puzzles, which are fun ways to play with words. 

 Hand out the word ladder puzzle titled “Inside Out” and complete 
it with the class as a whole. 

 Demonstrate how to solve a Word Ladder puzzle: Start out by 
previewing the page and pointing out to the campers that a starter 
word will be at the bottom of the ladder. Here we have “door”. In 
the word boxes along the sides of the ladder are clues for the next 
word. It says “When you stand in a room, your feet are on the 
______.  Take away one letter, and then add two.” So if we have 
“door” and need to take away one letter, and add two, what would 
the word be? “Floor”.  

 Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 1. Introduce classroom games. 
2. Staff members: teacher and camp coordinators should teach groups 

of campers to play one of the board games. 
3. Explain the rules and allow them to play the games. 

 
 

 

   



   



Day X 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

 

   



   



No Camp – Fourth of July Holiday 
 

Topic Title 
Number 

of 
Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

No Curriculum – Morning Fun Day 

 

 

 

   



   



Day 4 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Form 

Generalizations 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
page 381 
 
Camper 
binders/notebooks 
 
Artifacts from previous 
lessons 

1. Explain that today you will be reading the magazine article “Our 
Secret Shame:  Child Labor and Slavery” on page 381.   

2. Review the generalization chart to remind campers of the steps we 
take when making a generalization. 

3. Call attention to the Child Labor Artifact and review the 
vocabulary that was introduced on Tuesday. 

4. Have campers partner read the article, instruct them to write any 
words they are unfamiliar with in their notebooks. 

5. Ask campers to share words they wrote down that were unfamiliar.  
Work with the campers to clarify the meanings of those words. 

6. Identify the Important Ideas 
 Call attention to the first callout and the reader’s quotes 
 Discuss which facts and details assisted the reader to come 

up with each important idea.  (Remember the reader 
referred to is the person who wrote the generalization and 
the side notes.  This reader is the same as the person who 
responded in the first also.) 

7. Determine What the Ideas Have in Common 
 Does the reader rely on personal experience, previous 

knowledge, or both to figure out how the ideas fit together? 
(both) 

8. Decide What to Think:  Read aloud the generalization and discuss 
 How does the reader know that children in many poor 

countries are not protected? (from the Social Studies text 
from Wednesday) 

 What new information did she learn in the article? (why and 
how some children in some countries are being abused) 

 Does the generalization apply to a lot of situations? (Yes, 
there are many poor countries in the world and one text 
says that poor countries have trouble protecting child 
workers.) 

 What can you tell by the chart on page 381? 



9. Add information to the Child Labor Chart 
10. Explain that tomorrow you will read a Consumer Report about 

child labor. 

Novel Matthew Henson 
by Maryann Weidt 40 minutes 

One copy of Matthew 
Henson by Maryann 
Weidt for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapters 2-3 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
page 6 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Matthew Henson 
for each camper. Pages 
4,6 

1. Read pages 14-17.  Go back and reread page 15.  Have campers 
respond to the question:   

 Robert wanted to go to the North Pole, so why did he go to 
Greenland first? 

2. Reread the section “North Pole” on page 16.  
 Ask:  What is the North Pole? discuss 

3. Read pages 18-21.  
 Ask:  What was it about Matt that made the Inuit people 

like him? 
 How do you know?   
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
 Why was the trip to Greenland important for Robert and 

Matt? Discuss 
4. Read pages 22-25.  

 Ask:  Matt and Robert tried again and again to reach the North 
Pole.  What stopped them? Discuss 

 Reread page 25.  How was Matt’s life in the US different from 
his life in the Arctic? Discuss 

5.  Read pages 26-28. 
 Reread page 28.  Why does the author write, “Matt finally 

had a home?” discuss 
 Matt and Robert got 174 miles from the Pole.  What 

problems stopped them? Discuss 
6.  Have campers return to page 4 in their Journal and add to the 

Conclusions Chart. 
7. Have campers’ complete page 6 in their Camper Journal. 
8. Pair/share/discuss 
 

Fluency 
Activities 

Intro lesson 
Introduction 
to Fluency 
Activities 

 

20 minutes
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew Henson 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 

 
 

7. Explain that being a fluent reader has 4 main parts: 
1. Accuracy - pronouncing words correctly 
2.  Smoothness – clear, continuous reading, not choppy, no long 

pauses to sound out words 
3. Speed – reading at a good pace, not too quickly and not too 

slowly 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Expression – reading with emotion 
8. Tell campers that being a fluent reader is one very important way 

to become a skilled, proficient reader, and this summer they’ll be 
reading fun books and doing activities that will help them become 
superb readers! 

9.  Ask which campers have seen the show American Idol, and then 
explain that at the end of each week there will be a Reading Idol 
Competition! 

10. Pass out a copy of the Reading Idol Rubric to each camper. 
11. Review rubric with the campers. Explain that each camper will 

choose a 50 to 100 word passage from the novel Matthew Henson, 
practice it this week, and then read it for the class at the end of 
week. The teacher and camp coordinators will both fill out rubrics 
for each camper to give feedback on their strengths and areas for 
growth. Other campers in the class will not fill out the rubric, but 
will vote for the camper who did the best job demonstrating the 
four areas on the rubric by writing names on paper. 

12. Explain that during our novel/fluency activities, we will be using a 
variety of fluency activities while reading our focus novels and we 
will use the Reading Idol Rubric to evaluate their fluency. 

13. Some examples of the activities that we will be using with our 
novels and other readings include:  choral reading, mumble 
reading, partner reading and reading alone. 

14. Give campers a few minutes to choose which book they’ll use for 
the first Reading Idol competition. 

 

 

   



   



Day 5 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good Reader’s 
Guide 

Form 
Generalizations 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Guide page 382-383 
 
Camper 
binders/notebooks 
 
Artifacts from previous 
lessons 

1. Review what campers have learned so far about child labor.   
2. Read the Consumer Report “Fair Trade for All” on page 382. 
3. Reread the highlighted sections on page 382. 
4. Have campers read the callouts and the reader’s quotes. Discuss. 
5. Identify the Important Ideas 

 Ask campers to identify two other important ideas 
6. Determine What the Ideas Have in Common 

 Read aloud the quote “Children make many products that 
people buy.  Fair Trade products don’t use child labor.” 

 What ideas are new to you that you read today? 
 Explain what you now understand about those ideas. 

7. Decide What to Think 
 Read the following quote “When people decide to buy 

products, they decide whether or not to support child 
labor.” 

 Do you think this quote pulls all the important information 
together from the consumer report? 

 Does it apply to a lot of situations? 
8. Read page 383-point out that the chart in the middle of the page 

shows all the important ideas about child labor from all three 
readings. 

9. Instruct campers to write in their notebook a generalization about 
the topic of child labor. 

10. You may use sentence frames to assist campers 
 _________ children in poor countries are forced to do 

_________ work. 
 In ______________ countries of the world, child labor is a 

______________. 
11. Pair/share 
12. Make revisions based on feedback from partner. 
13. Share out and record generalizations on chart paper.  



Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
30 minute 

Read Aloud Plays:  Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
notecards 

 Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
 Ask campers to practice any words they wrote on notecards 

yesterday. 
 Have campers share notecards with their group members. 
 Have campers use notecards to challenge each other to learn new 

words.  
 When all campers have mastered the words, add them to a word 

wall for the play in question. 
 Practice reading the selected plays 
 

Novel Matthew Henson 
by Maryann Weidt 40 minutes 

One copy of Matthew 
Henson by Maryann 
Weidt for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapter 4 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
page 7 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Matthew Henson 
for each camper. Pages 
4,7 
 

 

1. Read pages 29-32. Have campers look back at the pictures on 
pages 30-31. 

 Ask:  What do the photographs on pages 30-31 tell you 
about the ice? Discuss 

 Why were the sled dogs good for pulling sleds in the 
Arctic? 

2. Read pages 33-36.  Reread pages 34-35.  
 Ask:  It was and important moment when Robert pulled out the 

package.  Why?  How do you know?  Where in the text did you 
find the clues to assist you in figuring out the answer? 

 Reread page 36.  Ask:  What would happen of the explorers 
didn’t leave the Pole Quickly? 

3. Have campers add a goal and some obstacles and actions to the last 
row of their Conclusions Graphic Organizer on page 4 of their 
Journals. 

4. Have campers’ complete page 7 of their Camper Journals. 
5. Pair/share/discuss 

 

   



Day 6 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Form 

Generalizations 30 minutes 

Teaching Visuals page 65-
Form Generalizations 
(either make copies for 
campers or have campers 
recreate diagram in 
binders.)  
 
The Good Reader’s Guide 
Guide pages 383, 261, 
265, 275 
 
Camper binder/notebook 
 
Chart paper 
 
Notecards 
 
Word wall 
 

1. Review the synthesis chart on page 383.  Explain that you will be 
completing a similar graph using three new texts about dangerous 
jobs. 

2. Give each campers a copy of Teaching Visual page 65.  Have them 
record the title of each text in appropriate area of graph. 

3. Read with the campers the following passages  
 page 261 “ Women Jump to Take a Dangerous Job” 
 page 265 “The World’s Most Dangerous Jobs” 
 page 275 “Women Divers of Japan” 

4. Decide if you want to complete this activity as a whole group or 
have campers work in small groups while you circulate the room.  
You may also choose to pull a small group of campers who 
struggled with the skill last week. Work with the campers to 
complete the graphic organizer to form generalizations about 
dangerous jobs.  

5. Discuss campers’ responses. 

Fluency 
Activities 

 
 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

30 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection:  Sidewalk Chalk 
Poems of the City:  The 
Laundromat pages 18-19 
 
One copy of the poem for 
each camper 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 

1. Teach a fluency development lesson.  (Use short passages or 
predictable poems of approximately 50-100 words). 

2. Make a copy of The Laundromat for each camper 
3. Display the poem on the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) for choral 

reading. 
4. Next, instruct campers to write their passages on a piece of 

notebook paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and 
remember it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue 
practicing outside of camp. 

5. Have campers refer to the Reading Idol Rubric, ask them to 
evaluate you using the rubric as you read the text. 

6. Read the text aloud several times and in different voices while 
campers listen and follow along silently. 

7. Discuss the meaning of the text 



 
Notebook paper 

8. Discuss your reading of the test using the rubric to guide your 
discussion. 

9. Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading 

10. Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

11. Have campers buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper 
taking turns practicing the passage and getting feedback from the 
buddy). Partners should read the text to each other at least three 
times. 

12. As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

13. Tell campers that the first Reading Idol performance will occur 
near the end of next week. 

Novel 
 
 

Matthew Henson 
by Maryann Weidt 30 minutes 

One copy of Matthew 
Henson by Maryann 
Weidt for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
Chapter 4 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
page 7 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Matthew Henson 
for each camper. Pages 
4,7 
 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
 
1. Read pages 37-40 

 Ask:  How were Robert and Matt treated differently when 
they got home?  Why? 

 How did Matt use what he learned from his trips? 
2. Read pages 41-43 

 Ask:  When did Matt become famous? 
 What did people do to show that they thought he was a 

great man? 
 Reread page 43.  Why was Matthew Henson’s life so 

important? 
3. Have campers return to page 4 of their Journals.  Have campers 

reviewMatt’s goals, obstacles, and actions.  
 What kind of person was Matt?  Have campers complete 

the Conclusions Chart. 
4. Have campers’ complete page 8 of their Camper Journals. 
5. Pair/share/discuss 



6. Have campers work in groups to complete The Exchange:  Is it 
necessary to have goals?  Why or why not.  Have campers respond 
to the question on the last page of their journals. Pair/share/discuss. 

 

 

   



   



 Day 7 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good Reader’s 
Guide 

Form 
Generalizations 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
Workout Practice Book 
page 157-158 

1. Point out the Did You Know?  section and the on-page glossary 
features. 

2. Ask campers to review the generalization chart. 
 What are the words we often use when forming 

generalizations? (many, most, all, or some.) 
3. Have campers work independently, in pairs or small groups to 

complete pages 157-158 in the Practice book. 
4. Offer support to campers who need additional help. 
5. Review and discuss answers with class. 
 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Performances! 
 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library selection  
  
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Review the Fluency Lesson from week one 
 Allow campers to practice the poem The Laundromat. 
 Ask for campers to participate in the Reading Idol Performance. 
 Have campers vote for the camper they believe read the most 

fluently. 
 If you have time, allow campers to select a new passage of 

approximately 50-200 words. (If you prefer you can assign 
campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 



paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They will have additional time to practice on Friday.  

Novel 
Activities 

Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 30 minutes 

Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on Matthew Henson.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

1. Campers should use this 30 time period to create a book project 
that is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for Matthew Henson.  

2. Campers can choose a book from the library when they finish. 
3. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for Matthew Henson.   

4. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 

 

   



Day 8 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Pretest- Draw 
Conclusions 30 minutes 

Assessment Book pages 
22a-b. (One copy for each 
camper) 

1. Explain that we will be learning about Drawing Conclusions over 
the next week. 

2. Today we will take a pretest on drawing conclusions to see what 
you already know. 

3. Pass out pretest from assessment book pages 22a-b. 
4. Campers will work independently on test. 
5. Campers who finish early may use time for Free Reading. 
6. Check papers while campers are Free Reading so you can return 

and review answers tomorrow. 

Word 
Ladders 

 
Word Ladders 10 minutes 

Handout: Weighty Matters 
pg. 19 Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

 Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

 Hand out a copy of Weighty Matters  to campers 
 Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
 If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

 Circulate the room to assist campers. 
 Use the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) to complete the word ladder with 

the class/ review answers. 

Novel 
Intro to from First 
Crossing edited by 

Donald Gallo 
30 minutes 

One copy of from First 
Crossing by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 

 
The following lessons on the core novels can be found in the 
Teachers Guides provided for each novel. 
1. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for from First 

Crossing . Have campers from First Crossing their names and 
todays date on the front of their journals. 

2. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of their 
journals. 

3. Comprehension skills:  Problem and Solution; character analysis 



Pages 1-4 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal from First 
Crossing for each camper.  
Pages 1-4 

4. Pose a problem such as:  Ernesto only speaks Spanish.  How can he 
find his classroom in his new school?  Ask for volunteers to offer 
possible solutions for Ernesto. 

5. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 of the 
Camper Journal. 

6. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back cover. 
7. Ask:  Many people come to live in the US each year.  What 

problems do you think they face when they start their new lives in 
America? 

8. Point out The Exchange question on the title page.  Ask a 
volunteer to read aloud The Exchange question. Explain that when 
they finish reading, they will share their ideas about this and other 
questions with their group. 

9. Point out the table of contents; explain that each section is a short 
story written by a different author. 

10. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict Section on page 
3 of the Camper Journal. 

11. Preview the graphic organizer on page 4 of the Camper Journal 
Use a Character Description Chart.  Explain that as they read the 
book, they will complete the Chart to show what the characters 
from each short story actions showed about them. Explain that they 
will add to the charts as they finish reading each section. 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 4. Introduce any other games you did not introduce last week. 
5. Staff members: teacher and camp coordinators should teach groups 

of campers to play one of the board games. 
6. Explain the rules and allow them to play the games. 

 
 

   



Day 9 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Draw Conclusions 30 minutes 

Corrected Pretests from 
Assessment Book pages 
22a-b. (One copy for each 
camper) 
 
Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 384-385 
 
Word wall 
 
Index cards 
 
Chart paper 

1. Return pretest to campers.  Review answers. 
2. Keep a record of campers’ results or keep pretest to compare to 

post test to determine growth. 
3. Remind campers that we will be learning about drawing 

conclusions.  Today the focus will be on drawing conclusions from 
a single text.  

4. To build background for the newspaper article:  “Francesca Karle:  
On the River’s Edge,” ask campers:  What do you know about 
volunteer work? 

5. Discuss vocabulary and add to word wall: 
 Compassionate 
 Tirelessly 
 Donated 

6. Read aloud the article:  Ask:  Why was Francesca Karle called a 
“hero”? 

7. Remind campers of the steps we used to make generalizations.  
Explain that we use the same process when we draw conclusions. 

8. Label a chart “Draw Conclusions from a Single Text” 
9. Have campers read page 384 and work through the each step 
10. Record the steps on the chart as you go. (keep this artifact for next 

week’s lesson on  drawing conclusions from multiple texts) 
 Identify the Important Ideas 

1. Have campers read the highlighted text in the first 2 
paragraphs. 

2. Does the writer’s description of Francesca’s actions 
fit with what you know about compassionate 
people? How? 

 Determine what the Ideas Have in Common. 
1. Read aloud step 2 and have campers answer the 

question:  What does Francesca’s filmmaking have 
to do with her work feeding homeless people? 

 Decide What to Think 



1. Discuss the synthesis map and the reader’s 
conclusion 

2. What do you think of Francesca’s work and the 
attention it has received? 

3. What conclusions can you draw? 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

First Crossing 
Vocabulary 

20 minutes 

Vocabulary Map 
Worksheet 

 Introduce the following words to campers: 
 Gawking – if you are gawking at something, you are staring 

at it. 
 Obligatory – if something is described as obligatory then it 

is required. 
 Modest – a modest person is not a show off. 
 Dispirited – if you are dispirited you are depressed or bored. 
 Conspicuous – something that is conspicuous is easily seen. 
 Abrasion – if something has abrasions it is scraped. 
 Nonchalantly – to do something nonchalantly means you do 

it in a calm relaxed way. 
 Surmised – if you surmised something, you assumed that it 

is true without knowing the facts. 
 Pass out the Vocabulary Map worksheet to campers. 
 Explain to them that they need to create a map for two different 

words. 
 Tell campers that they should choose the word that they are 

most unfamiliar with, or they word that they understand the 
least. 

Novel 
from First 

Crossing edited by 
Donald Gallo 

40 minutes 

One copy of from First 
Crossing by for each 
camper,/teacher/camp 
coordinators.  Pages 5-34 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 5 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal from First 
Crossing for each camper. 
Pages 4-5 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You 
may choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or 
partner reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide 
for Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along 
with your classroom library. 

1. Plan how each group will read and respond to from First 
Crossing.  The options you choose should be based on the campers 
reading ability.  (See page 4 of the Teachers Guide for several 
options. Whole group, small groups with you leading a group and 
coordinators leading the other 2 groups) 

2. Tell campers the first short story you will read is called First 
Crossing. 

3. Read pages 6-11.   
 Why did Papa decide to live and work in the US? 



4. Read pages 12-14. 
 What did Marco and his father plan to do in Tijuana?  
 How did Marco feel about this? 

5. Read pages 15-24. 
 How did the travelers try to cross the border? 
 What happened? 
 How did the Coyote Lady and Flashlight Man treat the 

Mexican travelers? 
 What does this show about them? 

6.  Read page 25. 
 What was Coyote Lady’s new plan? 

7. Read pages 26-27. 
 Why did Marco turn away when his father hid under the 

hood? 
8. Read pages 28-34. 

 At first, Marco was quiet and uncomfortable.  How did he 
change after he heard the other’s stories? 

 Marco wondered if the travelers were “headed to a whole 
new world.”  What did this mean to Marco? 

 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
9. Have campers fill out the first section about Marco of the 

Character Description Chart in their Camper Journals on page 
4. 

10. Have campers complete page 5 Think it Over in their Camper 
Journals. 

11. Pair/share/discuss. 
 

   



   



Day 10 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good Reader’s 
Guide 

Draw Conclusions 
from a Single Text 30 minutes 

Readers Workout Practice 
Book page 159 
 
ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) 
 
Overhead  
 
Vis-à-vis markers 

1. Review lesson from yesterday about drawing conclusions from a 
single text. 

2. Decide if you want to complete this activity as a whole group or 
have campers work in small groups while you circulate the room.  
You may also choose to pull a small group of campers.  Work with 
the campers to read and highlight the important or key ideas.   

6. Point out the Did You Know?  section and the on-page glossary 
features. 

7. Have campers work independently, in pairs or small groups to 
complete page 159 in the Practice book. 

8. Offer support to campers who need additional help. 
9. Review and discuss answers with class. 

Novel 
from First 

Crossing edited by 
Donald Gallo 

40 minutes 

One copy of from First 
Crossing by for each 
camper,/teacher/camp 
coordinators.  Pages 35-53 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 6 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal from First 
Crossing for each camper. 
Pages 4,6 

1. Tell campers the second story you will be reading is called They 
Don’t Mean It. 

2. Read pages 35-37. 
 Ask campers to find examples of how Mary’s family tried 

to adjust to “American Ways.” 
3. Read pages 38-44. 

 What made Kim gasp? Why? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
4. Read pages 45-53. 

 Kim tried to be modest like Mr. and Mrs. Yang.  Why 
didn’t it work? 

 On pages 52-53, Mrs. Yang complimented Mary, and Kim 
responded.  What does this show about Mrs. Yang and 
Kim? 

 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
5. Have campers fill out the second section about Mary on  the 



Character Description Chart in their Camper Journals on page 4. 
6. Have campers complete page 6 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals. 
7. Pair/share/discuss 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

First Crossing 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Allow campers to select a new passage of approximately 50-200 
words. (If you prefer you can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They will have additional time to practice on Friday.  
Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading Idol. 

 Remind them they will be performing their passage next week. 
 Have them practice using mumble reading, choral reading with a 

partner and then practicing with their partner. 
 Encourage campers to take the copy home with them they wrote on 

Monday and read their passage with a friend or family member.   
 Have several campers volunteer to read their passages to get 

feedback before the actual performance. 
 

 

   



Day 11 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

 

Draw Conclusions 
from Multiple 

Texts 
30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 386-388 
 
Chart paper for 
3 column chart 
 
Camper Binder/notebook 

1. Ask for volunteers to give shouts outs about what we learned about 
drawing conclusions from a single text. 

2. Explain that today we are going to begin to learn about how to 
draw conclusions from multiple texts. 

3. Label a chart “Draw Conclusions from Multiple Texts” 
4. Read with the campers page 386. 
5. Remind campers of the steps we used to draw conclusions from a 

single text.  Have them refer back to the chart you created last 
week. 

6. Record the steps: 
 Gather materials on a Common Topic 
 Identify the Important Ideas 
 Keep Track of the Important Ideas 
 Decide What you Think 

7. Explain that we will be reading three texts that focus on the theme 
of Right and Responsibilities:  Public Security and Safety in 
Schools. 

8. To build background: 
 What safety or security measures does your school have? 
 Do you think they are necessary? 
 Why or why not? 

9. Create a three column chart with the following headings: 
 Selection 
 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

10. Have campers recreate chart in their notebooks. 
11. Write the title of the first selection on the chart: 

 “Who is Watching You? The New Age of Security” 
12. Using the title and the pictures, have campers make predictions on 

what the science text will be about. 
13. Tell campers you will reading the article in tomorrow’s lesson. 



Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
–  

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

 Read Aloud Plays:  Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

 Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
 Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
 Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
 Allow campers time to begin planning what they may need for 

props. 

Novel 
from First 

Crossing edited by 
Donald Gallo 

40 minutes 

One copy of from First 
Crossing by for each 
camper,/teacher/camp 
coordinators.  Pages 55-90 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 7 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal from First 
Crossing for each camper. 
Pages 4,7 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
1.  Tell campers that today you will read the third story “Lines of 

Scrimmage.” 
2. Read pages 55-60. 

 Why did Ameen feel both excited and worried about starting 
the game as quarterback? 

3. Read pages 61-64. 
 Why did Ameen’s father say, “Don’t make yourself 

conspicuous?” 
 How was that different from what Joumana said? 

4. Read pages 65-72. 
 Tell in your own words why Ameen doesn’t trust Jeremy. 

5. Read pages 73-76. 
 How did Ameen play in the first game? 
 What happened two weeks later? 
 Why did things change? 

6. Read pages 77-84. 
 What did Ameen and Jeremy do on Saturday? 
 How did Ameen feel about the experience? 
 What did Jeremy want to teach Ameen? 
 How might that help Ameen? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
7. Read pages 85-90. 

 How did the trip to the canyon affect Ameen? 



 How did Ameen win “his own game?” 
 Why was this more important than “another burst of fame and 

glory?” 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find the clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer?  
8. Have campers fill out the third section about Ameen on the 

Character Description Chart in their Camper Journals on page 4. 
9. Have campers complete page 7 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals. 
10. Pair/share/discuss 

 

   



   



Day 12 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Draw Conclusions 
from Multiple 

Texts 
30 minutes 

Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
Chart paper 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 386-388 

1. Review the artifact “Draw Conclusions from Multiple Texts”  
2. Tell campers we will be reading several texts and following the 

steps on the chart to draw conclusions about the topic. 
3. Read page 387 of the science text “Who is Watching You? The 

New Age of Security.” 
4. Read and discuss how the reader’s quotes show the important 

ideas. 
5. Guide campers to summarize the key ideas they learned about 

video surveillance. 
6. Refer back to the three column chart you began yesterday. 
7. Record campers responses to the questions: 

 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

8. On page 388,  read the section : Scanners 
9. Read and discuss how the reader’s quotes show the important 

ideas. 
10. Guide campers to summarize the key ideas they learned about 

scanners. 
11. Refer back to the three column chart  
12. Record campers responses to the questions: 

 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

13. Read and discuss how the reader’s quotes show the important 
ideas. 

14. Guide campers to summarize the key ideas they learned about 
video surveillance. 

15. Continue reading page 388:  Biometrics 
16. Refer back to the three column chart  
17. Record campers responses to the questions: 

 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

18. Reread the last sentence of Biometrics and ask volunteers to 



discuss their opinions about the statement. 
19. Remind campers that part of drawing conclusions about a topic is 

thinking about what you have learned. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library selection 
   
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 
 
notecards 

1. Have campers read the passage using mumble reading. 
2. Next have them read the passage they have chosen with their 

partners. 
3. Have partners complete the Paired Reading Response Form. 
4. Have campers write any words they may be struggling with on 

notecards.  
5. Add these words to the classroom word wall. 
6. Have campers keep a copy of the words with words they wrote 

from the Read Aloud Plays in their binders for later use with word 
sorts, games or practice. 

7. Ask for volunteers who feel they are ready to perform the passage 
for the class. 

8. Use the Reading Idol Rubric to evaluate their fluency. 

Novel 
from First 

Crossing edited by 
Donald Gallo 

40 minutes 

One copy of from First 
Crossing by for each 
camper,/teacher/camp 
coordinators.  Pages 91-
120 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator. 
Page 8 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal from First 
Crossing for each camper. 
Pages 4,8 

1. Tell campers that today you will read the final story:  The Green 
Armchair. 

2. Read pages 91-102. 
 What did you learn about Sopeap from her thoughts? 
 Why didn’t she say them out loud? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 

out the answer? 
3. Reread page 97 and 101-102. 

 Why was the armchair important to Tom? 
 What does this tell you about him? 

4. Read pages 103-113. 
 Why didn’t Sopeap like to think or talk about “home?” 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 

out the answer? 
 Describe Sopeap’s grandmother. How do you know that 

Sopeap loved her? 
5. Read pages 114-120. 

 What changed after Sopeap read the letter? 
 What did Tom help Sopeap to understand? 

6. Have campers fill out the final section about Sopeap in the 



Character Description Chart in the Camper Journals on page 4. 
7. Have campers complete page 8 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals 
8. Pair/share/discuss  
9. Have campers work in groups to complete The Exchange:  Does 

every problem have a solution?  Why or why not.  Have campers 
respond to the questions on the last page of their journals.  

10. Pair/share/discuss 
 

 

 

   



   



Day 13 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

 

Draw Conclusions 
from Multiple 

Texts 
30 minutes 

Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
 
Good Reader’s Guide 
Guide pages 389-390. 

1. Review the artifact “Draw Conclusions from Multiple Texts”  
2. Tell campers today we will be reading another text and following 

the steps on the chart to draw conclusions about the topic. 
3. Read page 389 of the magazine article “The Right Thing.” 
4. Read and discuss how the reader’s quotes show the important 

ideas. 
5. Ask campers to tell what other important ideas they would add. 
6. For the second note, point out how the reader combined what she 

already knew from what they learned from the text. 
7. Refer back to the three column chart; add the title of the magazine 

article “The Right Thing” to the first column. 
8. Record campers responses to the questions: 

 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

9. Read page 390, pause to read and discuss the call outs on page 390. 
10. Refer back to the three column chart  
11. Record campers responses to the questions: 

 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 

12. Have campers compare the entries on the chart for “Who is 
Watching You” and “The Right Thing”: 

 What do the two articles have in common? 
 How are they different? 

13. Read the safety warning at the bottom of page 390. 
14. Add “Take Threats Seriously” to the first column of the three 

column chart. 
15. Ask:  

 When should you take a threat or risk seriously? 
 What should you do? 

16. Record campers responses to the questions: 
 What promotes public safety? 
 How does it work? 



17. Have campers study the chart on page 391 and compare it to the 3 
column chart the class created.  

 How do they compare? 
 Did they come up with the same information? 

18.  Have campers partner read and discuss each conclusion at the 
bottom of page 391. 

19. Have partners come up with and share a new conclusion based on 
the information in the chart and their own opinions. 

20. Share out. 

Word 
Ladders 

 

Word Ladders 
 10 minutes 

Handout: Restful Vacation 
Word Ladder 
 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

 Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

 Handout a copy of Restful Vacation to campers 
 Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
 If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

 Circulate the room to assist campers. 
 Use the ELMO (if available) to complete the word ladder with the 

class/ review answers. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Performances 
30 minutes 

Classroom library selection 
  
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading Idol. 
 Performances!!!! Have a celebration for campers. 
 Ask campers to vote for the classmate they think did the most 

outstanding job of reading their passage fluently using the Reading 
Idol Rubric as a guide. 

 Teacher and CC should evaluate the performances using the 
Reading Idol Rubric. 

 Conference with campers. Share rubric and give feedback to assist 
campers in improving their fluency. 

 Campers may play games while you are conferencing with campers 
or work on their book projects. 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 
Various board games 7. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 

book projects. 
 



Day 14 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Draw Conclusions 
from Multiple 

Texts 
30 minutes 

Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
 
Reader’s Workout 
Practice Book page 160 

1. Have campers work in pairs or small groups to complete the 
Reader’s Workout Practice Book page 160:  Draw Conclusions 
from Multiple Texts—“Freedom to Read”. 

2. Circulate the room offering support to any campers who are 
struggling or pull those campers into a small group to work with 
them. 

3. Share out answers 

Novel 
Activities 

Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 30 minutes 

Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on First Crossing.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

5. Campers should use this 30 time period to create a book project 
that is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for First Crossing.  

6. Campers can choose a book from the library when they finish. 
7. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for First Crossing.   

8. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
30 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

 Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
 Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
 Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
 Allow campers time to begin designing what they may need for 

props. 

 

 

   



   



Day 15 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good Reader’s 
Guide 

Post Test: Draw 
Conclusions from 

Multiple Texts 
30 minutes 

Assessment Book pgs 22c-d 1.  Campers will independently take the post-test from the 
Assessment Book pages 22c-d 

2. Campers may have Free Choice Reading when they finish the post-
test. 

3. Grade tests to return to campers. 
4. Discuss progress from pre-test to post-test. 

Vocabulary 
Activities 

Letters from 
Rifka Vocabulary 20 minutes 

Vocabulary Association 
Worksheet 

1. Introduce the following words to campers: 
 Hastened – if someone hastened somewhere they moved 

quickly. 
 Fretted – if you fretted over something, you worried about 

it a lot. 
 Fringe – the fringe of something is the edge of it. 
 Husky – a husky voice is a deep, low pitched voice. 
 Stammering – if you are stammering over something, you 

are repeating words in a nervous way. 
 Plummeted – something that plummeted fell down at a high 

rate of speed. 
 Desolate – something that is desolate is deserted and alone. 
 Unraveling – something that is unraveling is coming 

undone. 
2. Next, pass out the Vocabulary Association worksheet. 
3. Explain to campers that they need to list four things that are 

associated with the word (on top), and four things that are not 
associated with the word (on the bottom). 

4. You may wish to use a word as an example. 
 Hastened: 

 Things that you would hasten to (yes) – a sale at 
your favorite store, Summer Dreamers!, the ice 
cream shop, etc.. 

 Things that you wouldn’t hasten to (no) – your 
sisters dance recital, an un air-conditioned school on 
a hot day, etc. 



Novel 
Intro to Letters 
from Rifka by 
Karen Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 204-
206 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Pages 1-4 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from 
Rifka for each camper.  
Pages 1-4 

The following lessons on the core novels can be found in the 
Teachers Guides provided for each novel. 
1. Pass out to each camper the Camper Journal for Letters from 

Rifka. Have campers Letters from Rifka their names and todays 
date on the front of their journals. 

2. Have campers write their group member names on page 2 of their 
journals. 

3. Comprehension skills:  Main idea/details/summarization 
4. Read to the campers the historical note on pages 204-206. 
5. Summarize what the gist of the historical note is saying. 
6. Remind campers of some of the problems that immigrants faced in 

from First Crossing.  
7. Have campers brainstorm possible hardships that immigrants 

during the 1900’s might have faced. 
8. Prompt with the following questions: 

 What did people do with their personal belongings? 
 How did they communicate with each other? 
 Did they know where to get food? 
 Where did they stay? 
 What if someone got sick? 

9. Have campers complete Think What You Know on page 3 of the 
Camper Journal. 

10. Have campers look at the cover, title and summary on back cover. 
11. Tell campers that the genre of this book is historical fiction.  

Although Rifka is a made up character, her experiences were 
based on real events. As we are reading think about  the following 
questions: 

 What happened to Rifka? 
 What kind of person do you think she was? 

12. Point out The Exchange question on the title page.  Ask a 
volunteer to read aloud The Exchange question. Explain that 
when they finish reading, they will share their ideas about this and 
other questions with their group. 

13. Have campers complete the Preview and Predict Section on page 
3 of the Camper Journal. 

14. Preview the graphic organizer on page 4 of the Camper Journal 
Use a Problem and Solution Chart.  Explain that as they read 
the book, they will complete the Chart to show how Rifka’s 



family solves their problems. Explain that they will add to the 
charts as they finish reading each section. 

 

 

   



   



Day  16 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Compare and 
Contrast Ideas 30 minutes 

Chart paper 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Good Reader Guide pages 
392-393 
 
Word wall 
 
Notecards 
 

1. Label a chart “Compare and Contrast Ideas”.  
2. Ask campers to volunteer ideas on what they know about 

comparing and contrasting ideas. 
3. Ask campers what type of graphic organizer you would use when 

you compare and contrast. (Venn Diagram) 
4. Record responses. 
5. Explain that over the next several days we will be learning about 

how to compare and contrast ideas. 
6. Read page 392.  Add any additional information to the chart. 
7. Build background and vocabulary: 

 Quickwrite:  What do we know about civil rights? 
 Pair/share/share out 
 Clarify the terms:  lynchings and race riots (post words on 

word wall) 
8. Explain that they will be reading two texts that deal with the topic 

of civil rights. 
9. Read aloud the poem “If We Must Die” on page 393 
10. Reread lines 1-4.  Discuss with campers the meaning: 

 Let’s not die like hunted animals 
11. Reread lines 5-8.  Discuss with campers the meaning: 

 We should die honorably so people will remember how we 
stood up for ourselves. 

12. Reread lines 9-14.  Discuss with campers the meaning: 
 We may be outnumbered, but we should fight bravely and 

never give up. 
13. Ask:  What is the author’s purpose? 
14. Discuss 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

30 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 5-27 
 

1. Read author’s note pages 5-6. 
 Why did the author call Aunt Lucy? 
 This story is based on fact, but it is fiction.  How do you 

know? 
2. Read pages 7-13. 



One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Pages 5 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from 
Rifka for each camper.  
Pages 4-5 

 Rifka is telling this story.  How does she tell the story? 
 Rifka’s brother Nathan tried to leave the Russian Army.  

Why did this cause the family to leave Russia? 
3.  Read pages 13-27. 

 How does Rifka save her family from the guards? 
 Who else helped?  How? 
 Why was Rifka chosen to distract the guards? 

4.  Review what happened in the first letter.  Have campers return to 
page 4 in their Camper Journals and fill in the problem in the 
story and the first important event in the Problem and Solution 
Chart. 

5. Have campers complete page 5 Think it Over in their Camper 
Journals 

6. Pair/share/discuss 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

First Crossing 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Allow campers to select a new passage of approximately 50-200 
words. (If you prefer you can assign campers a passage) 

 Once the passage is selected, campers should practice reading it. 
 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice), or 

buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur 
next week.  They will have additional time to practice on Friday.  
Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading Idol. 

 Remind them they will be performing their passage next week. 
 Have them practice using mumble reading, choral reading with a 



partner and then practicing with their partner. 
 Encourage campers to take the copy home with them they wrote on 

Monday and read their passage with a friend or family member.   
 Have several campers volunteer to read their passages to get 

feedback before the actual performance. 
 

Word 
Ladders 

 

Word Ladders 
 10 minutes 

Handout: Gardening pg. 21 
• Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

 Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

 Handout a copy of Gardening to campers 
 Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
 If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 
figure the word’s spelling. 

 Circulate the room to assist campers. 
 Use the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) to complete the word ladder 

with the class/ review answers. 
 

 

   



   



Day  17 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Compare and 
Contrast Ideas 30 minutes 

Chart paper 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Good Reader Guide pages 
392-394 
 
Word wall 
 
Notecards 
 
Handout: Venn Diagram 
 

1. Explain that today you will read an Historical Account “Our March 
for Voting Rights” and will compare and contrast the information 
to the poem you read yesterday “If We Must Die”. 

2. Read page 394. 
3. Ask:  How are the two texts alike? 
4. Discuss answers. 
5. Review the chart “Compare and Contrast Ideas” 
6. Focus on Important Ideas 

 Give campers post it notes. Instruct campers to reread the 
poem and the historical account, study the notes on the side 
of each selection.   

 Do you think these are the most important ideas? 
 Are there others you would add? 
 Jot down on the post it notes any additional ideas and add 

them to the page. 
7. Explain that tomorrow you will continue to work through the 

process to compare and contrast ideas using the two texts. 

Reader’s 
Theater 

 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays:  Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

1. Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
2. Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
3. Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
4. Allow campers time to continue designing what they may need for 

props. 
5. Tell them they need to be ready to perform next Thursday. 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 28-51 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 

1. Read pages 28-32. 



Pages 6 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 
4,6 

 Why did the doctor examine the people? 
2. Read pages 33-34. 

 What shows you that Rifka was angry about how she and 
her family were treated? 

3. Read pages 35-38 
 Why did the medical camper say the family should not tell 

anyone about the typhus? 
4. Read pages 39-41  

 Why did Rifka’s family have to stay in Poland? 
5.  Read pages 42-44 

 Why did Rifka save her food for Saul? 
6.  Read pages 45-51. 

 Rifka remembers her life in Bedichev.  What was her life 
like there? 

7. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 
important events to the Problem and Solution Chart. 

8. Have campers complete page 6 Think it Over in their Camper 
Journals 

9. Pair/share/discuss 

 
 

   



 Day 18 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Compare and 
Contrast Ideas 30 minutes 

Chart paper 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Good Reader Guide pages 
392-395 
 
 
Handout: Venn Diagram 
 

1. Review yesterday’s lesson. Remind campers where you left off and 
tell them you will continue working through the steps for 
comparing and contrasting ideas. 

2. Focus on Similarities 
 Use the notes on pages 393-394 to model an example 
 Model:  When I reviewed the notes for each selection, I 

thought about how both the poem and the account describe 
people who took risks to fight for their rights. 

 Have partners use the notes, including any they added, to 
look for and discuss the ways the ideas in the selections are 
similar. 

3. Spot Important Differences 
 Instruct campers to reread the highlighted text in each selection. 
 Ask:  How are the ideas in the poem and the historical account 

different? 
 What is the writer’s focus or purpose in each text? (Harlem 

Riots vs. a specific type of protest) 
4. Put the Ideas Together 

 Have campers return to page 392. 
 Use the callouts to discuss how the Venn Diagram works. 

5. Sum It Up 
 Explain that once readers have put all the important ideas 

together in one place, they can synthesize the information to 
draw conclusions and decide what to think about the topic. 

6. Read with the campers page 395 
7. Discuss the Venn Diagram, having the campers identify where on 

the diagram they can find the similarities and the differences. 
8. Ask campers to read the sample conclusions.  
9. Think/pair/share using the following questions: 

 Where in the Venn Diagram is the information that supports 
each conclusion? 

 Does it reflect your opinion about the topic? 



 Why or why not? 
10. Tell campers tomorrow you will continue reading texts on civil 

rights and work to compare and contrast ideas. 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 52-75 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 7 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
7 

1. Read pages 52-59. 
 Compare what the difference was between how Rifka and 

the Polish girl she met felt about going to America. 
2. Read pages 60-62. 

 Why did Rifka ask her mother if she could get off the train? 
3. Read pages 63-70. 

 Why did the doctor say that Rifka could not have a 
steamship ticket? 

 Why did Rifka think Warsaw was a very bad place? 
4. Read pages 71-75. 

 Why did Rifka have to go to Belgium? 
 Why couldn’t her mother stay with her? 
 What would probably happen if Rifka returned to her 

hometown of Berdichev? 
5. Review was has happened so far in the story. Have campers return 

to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add important events to 
the Problem and Solution Chart. 

6. Have campers complete page 7 Think it Over in their Camper 
Journals 

7. Pair/share/discuss 
 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 8. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 
book projects. 

 

   



Day 19  
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Compare and 
Contrast Ideas 30 minutes 

Chart paper 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Reader’s Workout 
Practice Book pages 161-
162 
 
ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) 

1. Review the “Compare and Contrast Chart”. 
2. Explain that today you will be continuing to practice the skill of 

comparing and contrasting by reading two new texts about civil 
rights. 

3. Point out the on-page glossary and the Strategy at a Glance 
sections on page 161 of the Reader’s Workout Practice Book. 

4. Have campers preview page 162. 
5. Decide if you want campers to work in small groups, individually 

or with a partner.  You may want to pull a small group of campers 
who may need additional support, if not, circulate the room 
offering support as needed. 

6. Have campers read the selections and complete page 162. 
7. Use the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) to have campers share their 

work and explain their choices.   
8. Have a discussion about conclusions that campers’ made and how 

campers opinions are similar or different. 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

30 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 76-
103. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 8 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
8 

1. Read pages 76-86. 
 Why was Rifka afraid to play with the children in the park? 

2. Read pages 87-89. 
 Rifka loved her new home but said it could never be home 

without her mama and papa.  What does this show about 
Rifka? 

3. Read pages 90-91. 
 What caused Rifka to lose her way? 

4. Read pages 92-96. 
 Why did Rifka trust the milkman? (pages 92-94) 

5. Read pages 97-103. 
 Rifka became friends with the children she used to watch at 

the park.  How else have her feelings changed about 
Belgium? 

 Why did Rifka want to learn to make ice cream? 
8. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 



important events to the Problem and Solution Chart. 
9. Have campers complete page 8 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals 
10. Pair/share/discuss 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library selection 
  
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 
Notebook paper 

 Campers should continue practicing their passages for the next 
Reading Idol Performance.  Remember the passage should be 
approximately 50-200 words. 

 They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice),or 
buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

 Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 
buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

 As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

 Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

 Tell campers that the next Reading Idol performance will occur on  
Friday.  They will have additional time to practice later on this 
week. 

Word 
Ladders 

 

Word Ladders 
 10 minutes 

Handout: Birdsong page 22 
• Word Ladder 
(you will need to make 
copies for campers if you 
choose to use the Word 
Ladder activities) 

 

Note:  the Word Ladder Activities can be very challenging due 
to the clues and the vocabulary associated with the clues.  You 
will need to offer support to campers when campers are 
working on these activities.  Pairing or grouping campers and 
circulating the room when they are working on Word Ladders 
is recommended. 

 Handout a copy of Birdsong to campers 
 Have campers work in small groups to complete the word ladder. 
 If campers are having difficulty with a particular rung on the word 

ladder try to give them other clues to assist them in completing that 
rung.  You could also give them the word and have them try to 



figure the word’s spelling. 
 Circulate the room to assist campers. 
 Use the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) to complete the word ladder 

with the class/ review answers. 
 

  



  



Day 20 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good Reader’s 
Guide Take a Position 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 396-399 
 
Handout: Word web 
 
Chart paper 

1. Explain that today we will start working on the skill of “How to 
Take a Position” when reading text. 

2. Read with the campers page 396 “Take a Position”. 
3. Create a word web for:  volunteer 

 What is a volunteer?  
 What do you think it is like for a person who volunteers? 
 Give some examples how a person can volunteer? 
 Can you name any volunteers organizations? 

4. Explain that the texts you will be reading focus on the theme of 
volunteering. 

 Think about the following as you read:  Should 
volunteering be a requirement for graduation? 

5. Read the magazine article “Helping Others in Need” on page 397. 
 What are some things in the article that surprised you? 

6. Read the newspaper article “Volunteer—It’s Your Responsibility” 
on page 398. 

 What is the writer’s opinion about volunteering? 
7. Identify Your Issue 

 Discuss:  Do you think volunteering should be a 
requirement for graduation? 

 Brainstorm and chart ideas. 
8. Explain that on tomorrow they will continue working through the 

steps. 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

 Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
 Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
 Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
 Allow campers time to begin designing what they may need for 

props. 



Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 104-
117. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 9 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
9 

1. Read pages 104-109. 
 Why did the doctor sign Rifka’s papers? (page 104) 
 Why was Pushkin and her letters important to Rifka? 

(page 107) 
2. Read pages 110-112. 

 Why did Rifka sometimes pinch herself when Pieter 
was around? 

3. Read pages 113-117. 
 Why do you think Pieter quickly left after he kissed 

Rifka? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in 

figuring out the answer? 
4. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and 

add important events to the Problem and Solution Chart. 
5. Have campers complete page 9 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals 
6. Pair/share/discuss  

 

  



Day  21 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Take a Position 
 
 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 396-399  
 
Sample note worksheet 
ELMO (IF AVAILABLE) 
 
Chart paper 
Artifacts from Friday’s 
lesson 
 
Post-it notes 
 
 

1. Review the artifacts from Friday. Focus on the question: 
 Should volunteering be a requirement for Graduation? 
 Ask if anyone would like to add to the chart. 

2. Find Evidence 
 Reread/skim pages 397-398 to take notes that relate to the 

question:  Should volunteering be a requirement for 
Graduation? 

 On the ELMO (IF AVAILABLE), show sample note 
worksheet. 

 Ask campers which ones they would use for evidence and 
why. 

 Pass out post-it notes. 
 Instruct campers to record on the post- it notes information 

from the texts that relate to the question. 
 Have campers in small groups, share and discuss their post-

it notes.   
 Have the groups decide which notes relate to the question 

and post those notes on the chart. 
 Have a representative from each group support their 

decision. 
3. Tell campers that tomorrow we will continue working through the 

steps. 

Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Practice the 
Passage 

20 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
 
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Paired Reading Response 
Form 
 

1. Campers should continue practicing their passages for the next 
Reading Idol Performance.  Remember the passage should be 
approximately 50-200 words. 

2. They should either mumble read (read in a soft, low voice),or 
buddy read (read with a partner, with each camper taking turns 
practicing their passage and getting feedback from the buddy). 

3. Distribute Paired Reading Response Form and explain that 
campers can document feedback on this during buddy reading, or 
when a staff member gives feedback to a mumble reader. 

4.  Remind campers that while they’re practicing and listening to 



Notebook Paper buddies, they should keep in mind the Reading Idol Rubric 
categories. 

5. As the campers are practicing their readings, walk around the room 
listening to them read and offering suggestions for improving any 
of the areas addressed on the rubric. 

6. Encourage campers to write their passages on a piece of notebook 
paper. Writing the passage can help them focus on and remember 
it, and it will allow them to take it home and continue practicing 
outside of camp. 

7. Tell campers that the final Reading Idol performance will occur on 
Friday.  They will have additional time to practice later on this 
week. 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 118-
131. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 10  
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 
4,10 

1. Read pages 118-127. 
 When Rifka heard that Pieter died in the storm, why did she 

cry? 
 What did Rifka learn about life? (page 126) 

2. Read pages 128-129. 
 The ship arrived at Ellis Island.  Rifka’s father wrote, “at 

Ellis Island you are neither in not our of America.”  What 
does this mean? 

3. Read pages 130-131. 
 How has Rifka’s feelings changed from the last letter she 

wrote? 
4. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 

important events to the Problem and Solution Chart. 
5. Have campers complete page 10 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals 
6. Pair/share/discuss 

 

  



Day 22 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Take a Position 
 
 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 396-398  
 
 
Chart paper 
 
Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
 
Word wall 
 
Notecards 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Handout: Pro/con chart 
 
 

1. Review artifacts from the previous lessons on “Take A Position.” 
2. Weigh the Evidence 

 Introduce terms: Pro’s and Con’s 
 Explain that the Pro’s are those ideas that support a “yes” 

answer to the question and Con’s are those ideas that 
support a “no” answer to the question. 

 Add  Pro and Con’s to the word wall 
 Use chart paper to create a pro/con chart 
 Have campers reuse the post-it notes from yesterday’s 

lesson and place the post-it notes into the appropriate 
category: Pro or Con 

 Have campers create the pro/con chart in their notebooks 
3. State your Response 

 Have campers look at the entries in their Pro/Con Chart 
 Ask:  What is important to you? 
 Are you FOR volunteering as a graduation project or 

AGAINST it? 
 What is your position? 
 Encourage campers to share their positions. 

 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 132-
159. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 11 

Every day use one type of fluency strategy during reading.  You may 
choose from a variety of Choral Reading strategies or partner 
reading. Please see Tim Rasinski’s Professional Guide for 
Fabulously Famous Books, pages 24-32—provided along with your 
classroom library. 
 
1. Read pages 132-134. 

 What did the chalk mark on Rifka’s should mean? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 



 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
11 

out the answer? 
2. Read pages 135-138. 

 Why did the American government not want a woman 
without hair to come to America? 

3. Read pages 139-147. 
 Rifka met a Russian peasant. At home he was the enemy.  

Why does she talk to him anyway? 
 Why wasn’t Ilya eating? 

4. Read pages 148-150. 
 Saul visited Rifka.  Why do you think Saul backed away 

and looked down at Rifka? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 

out the answer? 
5. Read pages 151-159. 

 Why didn’t Saul talk to the doctor? (pages 151-152) 
7. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 

important events to the Problem and Solution Chart. 
8. Have campers complete page 11 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals 
6. Pair/share/discuss 

 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theater 
- 

Practice the Play 
20 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

 Have campers go to their Reader’s Theater groups. 
 Have campers practice in their groups the play they are assigned. 
 Teacher and CC should give feedback to campers using the 

language from the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
 Allow campers time to begin designing what they may need for 

props. 

 

  



Day 23   
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 
Take a Position 30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
pages 396-399  
 
 
Chart paper 
 
Artifacts from previous 
lessons 
 
Word wall 
 
Notecards 
 
Camper 
notebooks/binders 
 
Handout: Pro/con chart 
 
 

1. Review previous artifacts. 
2. Read aloud the first paragraph and have campers study the Pro/Con 

Chart on page 398. 
 What information—facts and opinions can you add to this 

chart based on your experiences? 
3. Have campers analyze the sample positions at the bottom of page 

399. 
 Which positions are FOR volunteering as a graduation 

requirement? 
 What is the argument AGAINST it? 
 Which argument do you agree with? 

4. Inquiry Based Discussion 
 Form four teams of campers:  two Pro and two Con, to 

debate the issue. 
 Two volunteers can be moderators 
 Discuss agreements for discussion:  be respectful of each 

other, listen to classmates, etc. 
 Each team should : 

 Review the idea in the Pro/Con Chart and the 
Sample Positions. 

 Discuss their side of the issue. 
 Agree on the position they’ll take. 

 Invite two opposing teams at a time to debate the issue. 
 Step back:  Based on the debate and what you and your 

classmates discussed, do you still believe that your position 
is correct?  What confirmed or made you change your 
mind? 

 Pair/share 
 



Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

40 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 160-
179. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 12 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
12 

1. Ask:  What is a simile? 
2. Tell campers that on page 160 the author uses a simile. 
3. Read page 160. 
4. Ask campers to find the example of a simile. (when Rifka’s mother 

visited, Rifka said her heart would break open like an egg) 
5. Why does she make this comparison? 
6. Read pages 161-169. 

 Even though we never hear Tovah speaking in the story, 
how does she help Rifka? (page 167) 

 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 

out the answer? 
7. Read pages 170-179. 

 Why was Rifka angry at Ilya for wasting toilet paper? 
 Rifka’s head stated itching.  How did she feel about this?   

Why? 
 How do you know? 
 Where in the text did you find clues to assist you in figuring 

out the answer? 
8. Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 

important events to the Problem and Solution Chart.  
9. Have campers complete page 12 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals. 
10. Pair/share/discuss 

Board Games Games 20 minutes 

Various board games 9. Allow campers to play games/ free reading or time to work on 
book projects. 

 

  



Day  24 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

 

Take a Position 
 
 

30 minutes 

Good Reader’s Guide 
page 355 
 
Teaching Visual page 69 
(one copy for each 
camper) 
 
 

1. Explain that today you will read the article “School Uniforms 
Ignite Debate” and the persuasive essay “Let Teen’s Decide.” 

2. Read the article from the Teaching Visual page 69 “School 
Uniforms Ignite Debate” 

3. Read the persuasive article from the Good Reader’s Guide Guide 
page 355 “Let Teen’s Decide.” 

4. Work with campers as they use the texts to complete the Pro/Con 
Chart and take a position on the issue. 

5. Classroom discussion. (if time you can have campers do another 
inquiry based discussion/debate on the issue) 

Novel 
Letters from 

Rifka by Karen 
Hesse 

30 minutes 

One copy of Letters from 
Rifka by for each 
camper/teacher/camp 
coordinators. Pages 180-
206. 
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each teacher 
and camp coordinator. 
Page 13,14 
 
One copy of the Camper 
Journal Letters from Rifka 
for each camper.  Pages 4, 
13 

1. Read pages 180-190. 
 Why did Mr. Fargate almost send Ilya back to Russia? 
 What happened that made Ilya read? 

2. Read pages 191-193. 
 What lesson did Rifka learn? 

3. Read pages 194-203. 
 How did Rifka use the lesson she learned to convince Mr. 

Fargate that she didn’t need hair? 
4. Read pages 204-206:  Historical note 

 Why did the author include a historical note? 
 Why was life so difficult for Jewish people in the years 

around World War II? 
5.  Have campers return to page 4 in their Camper Journals and add 

important events to the Problem and Solution Chart.  
6. Have campers complete page 13 Think it Over in their Camper 

Journals. 
7. Pair/share/discuss 
8. Have campers work in groups to complete The Exchange:  What 

is the best way to survive hard times?    Have campers respond to 
the questions on the last page of their journals.  

9. Pair/share/discuss 



Fluency 
Activities 

Reading Idol 
- 

Performances 
30 minutes 

Classroom library 
selection 
  
Reading Idol Rubric 
 
Slips of paper for campers 
to vote for the best fluent 
reader 

 Have campers practice their passage they chose for Reading Idol. 
 Performances!!!! Have a celebration for campers. 
 Ask campers to vote for the classmate they think did the most 

outstanding job of reading their passage fluently using the Reading 
Idol Rubric as a guide. 

 Teacher and CC should evaluate the performances using the 
Reading Idol Rubric. 

 Conference with campers. Share rubric and give feedback to assist 
campers in improving their fluency. 

 Campers may play games while you are conferencing with campers 
or work on their book projects 

 

   



Day  25 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

Good 
Reader’s 

Guide 

Take a Position 
 
 

30 minutes 

Reader’s Workout 
Practice Book page 163-
164 

1. Explain that you will finish working today on the skill of taking a 
position. 

2. Point out the on-page glossary and the Strategy at a Glance features 
on page 163. 

3. Have campers work independently, in pairs or small groups to 
complete pages 163-164. Circulate the room offering assistance as 
needed. 

4. Pair/share/discuss 
Novel/Fluency 

Activities 
Thursday 

Day 24 
August 16 

 
 

Free Choice Novel 
Time/Activity 

30 minutes Choice of Scholastic 
novel  
 
Complete a book project 
on Letters from Rifka.  
 
One copy of the Teachers 
Guide for each 
teacher/camp coordinator 
 
 

9. Campers should use this 30 time period to create a book project 
that is presented in the Teacher’s Guide for Letters from Rifka.  

10. Campers can choose a book from the library when they finish. 
11. Explain to campers that on the last day of camp, they will have the 

opportunity to have a book talk to discuss the book or present a 
book project of their choice on the book they enjoyed the most this 
summer.  Show them the activities for extend your reading in the 
teacher’s guide for Letters from Rifka.   

12. Explain that after each novel we read there are similar activities 
that they may choose to complete or they can create their own 
activity. 

Reader’s 
Theater 

Reader’s Theaters 
Performances 30 minutes 

Read Aloud Plays: Classic 
Short Stories 
 
Highlighters 
 
Notecards 
 
Reader’s Theater Rubric 

 Reader’s Theater Performances! 
 Celebrate campers work practicing and designing props. 
 Teacher and Camp CC should evaluate campers’ performances 

using the Reader’s Theater Rubric. 
 Conference with campers in regards to their progress in reading 

fluency using the rubric. 

 

 

   



   



Day X 
7th grade ELA 

 
Topic Title 

Number 
of 

Minutes 

 
Materials Example/Description 

 

No Curriculum – Culminating Projects 

 

 

 


